Budd-Chiari syndrome secondary to hepatic echinococcosis.
Hydatid cyst of liver is a parasitosis which is an endemic state in Tunisia and is a very rare cause of Budd-Chiari syndrome. The purpose of this study was to report the clinical features, radiological investigations and therapeutic management. A retrospective analysis of 12 patients who underwent surgery for Budd-Chiari syndrome secondary to hepatic echinococcosis between January 1990 and December 2004 was performed. The series included ten females and two males with a mean age of 36 years. Budd-Chiari syndrome was subacute in 75% of cases. Ultrasound showed a compression of hepatic veins by cysts with a mean diameter of 13 cm situated in at least two hepatic segments. US Doppler and CT-scan of the liver provided the diagnosis in all cases. Laparotomy was performed in all cases. Operative mortality was 8% and morbidity 66% due to biliary fistula and deep abscess formation. Hepatic vein outflow was successfully re-established in four patients. Budd-Chiari syndrome is a rare but severe complication of hydatid cyst of the liver. Early diagnosis is necessary to improve prognosis.